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in Natal a large population, which is called free,
of British Indians, upwards of 50,000 in number,
not working under indentures, though many of
them are indentured labourers who have served
their time and settled in the country, or the de-
scendants of such persons. It is this latter class
which is so unpopular in Natal that the Govern-
ment of the colony has taken strong measures to
prevent an increase in their numbers. The Govern-
ment of India resented these measures and, in
retaliation, declined to facilitate the emigration of
labourers to the colony till the laws affecting the
free Indians were modified In other South African
colonies no system of indentured Indian labour
obtains, but in all such opposition to the immigra-
tion of free Indians is manifested, and particularly
in the Transvaal, so that the Government of India
declined to establish a system of indentured emigra-
tion to that colony. The Home Government, to
some extent, and probably as far as it could, sup-
ported the Indian Administration in its effort to get
better terms for free Indian subjects in South Africa ;
but the fact is that self-governing colonies will not
submit to dictation in matters vitally affecting their
own interests, that South Africa is as much entitled
to its own way in regard to this problem as is
Australia, and that any effort to force Asiatic immi-
grants upon white populations must necessarily end
in defeat if not in disaster.